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said no, she wanted my calculations, | informed her that there wasn't a calculation unul
the lab results were available but I had been checking every 15 minutes. She then became
upset and stated that she wanted the bolus, ininal weight based calculation. T informed
her that it had no bearing on that days care but | would do it for her. [t took less than a
Imute.

The week ends and [ have a non required weekly meeting. Two weeks prior | had a
meeting on Friday at 1300, | had worked the 1900 to 0700 shift the night before and had
missed the meeting. | was written up for that. So, at the end of the week 1 am informed
that I had failed the clinical portion of the ICU rotation. These are the reasons given. (1)
Administering & medication with the preceptor outside the room, (2) Not having the
information ready on my patient, {the computer glitch), (3) 1 was totally lost on hepanin
admimistration, (her words), {(4) Not calling in when | missed the non required meeting,

I had been falling asleep in the meeting after clinicals in the hospital and I was wamed
that it was becoming a safety 1ssue. In light of this | printed out a patient’s history and
physical rather then write it out on her document care plan. For this | was cited as (5) Not
knowing my patients. [ attempted to say that she had warned me twice about being sleepy
during climicals so [ had saved some time by printing out the information. Ms. Monroe
stated that she didn’t want to hear it. | then explained to her that if she failed me | would

be kicked out of the College of Nursing and would not be allowed back in. [ stated that |
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would not be able to repay my student loans on a LPN s salary and pay child suppon. |
stated that if I defaulted on my student loans 1 could not get financial aid if I went 1o
Pima College for their Associate Degree Nursing program. | explained that when my
license came up for renewal [ would not be allowed renew it and | would be back in the
same state | was in when [ got out of the service, no marketable skills. Ms. Monroe stated
“It doesn’t matter™. She then denied warning me about {alling asleep in clinicals. The
worse insult amved when she stated that [ was unsafe. That was the biggest insult,

That was on a Friday. On Monday night the following week | was working at North
West hospital on the same unit. Instead of two patients | had six. | was told that | was a
good nurse and I welcome back anytime. After being failed from climical at North West
hospatal | have worked as a nurse on the telemetry unit, the neuro umit, and the
medical surgical floor. In psychology there is something called a preciprtating event. That
was mine. Even wath the bleak prospect staning me in the face | managed to study for a
huge psvche test and scored an eighty-four percent

On Faday when | was basically informed that | was washed up at the College of
Nursing [ stopped by the IGA store at Speedway and Swan. As | pulled into the parking
lot | saw a voung man who had just burst out of the exit of the store, trving to subdue
another man who had a silver claw hammer in his hand and was hitting him_ [ didn"t

think, | reacted. | helped the young man pull the man with the hammer to the ground and
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waited for the police. For my trouble [ received a rip in the only pair of good slacks that |
had. The man was a shoplifier who had assaulted the store security guard.
The event just undﬁﬁ:ﬂfﬂd the dichotomy of my situation. The College of Nursing

did not want people like me. 1 work as an agency nurse and I have worked most of the
hospitals in town and some outside the Tucson area. | genuinely care for my paticnts and
work very hard canng for them. 1 am told that | am a wonderful nurse who is self
directed.

| know what one future bnings for me. My jobs from my agency have slowed down.
| cannot make my rent this month. | am behind my phone, utilities, auto insurance, and
child support | don’t drink, carouse, or have vacations. [ have friends but between work
and school 1 never have had time to socialize. | am tired, tired and weary. Rather then
spend the next month or two selling what little 1 have 1 am going to end it now. The
College of Nursing has burned all caring from my being. I find no joy in the future. Even
food seems to hold nothing for me. My body is betraying me. | have prostate problems
but cannot do anything about it as | have no insurance. Another filling has fallen out and |
cannot afford 1o replace it,

| am rational. | am reality based to the here and now. | understand that | have
committed homicide and that [ have broken the laws of our society. | will save the

laxpayers money and take care of the problem. [ realize that | am depressed but even with
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treatment it will not change my future. People will want to know why | did this? Why the
innocent lives?

To the sociologist, it wasn't the Maryland sniper. [ have been thinking about this
for awhile. To the psychiatrist, it"s not about unresolved childhood 1ssues. It 1s not about
anger because I don’t feel anything right now. To Ellen Goodman, it is not about gun
control. 1 have had guns for a long time and it was my trade in the military. [ do not have
gun magazines. A waiting period or owner registration would not have stopped me. [
have a concealed carry permit but | have never brought a gun to the University, (until
now). | was a boyscout. I cross the street at the crosswalk. It is not about revenge as |
have always thought that revenge was a waste of time and energy. | guess what it 15 about
15 that 1t is a reckoning. A setthing of accounts. The University 15 filled with 100 many
people who are filled with hubris. They feel untouchable. Students are not given respect
nor regard. It is unfortunate but the only force that seems to get any attention from the
Uneversity 15 economic force,

The Amencan public has a unique tradition. It is called “fixing the blame™.
Columbine sticks to mind. In the courts the parents vented their frustration through
lawsuits. It is due 1o the threat of lawsuits that the face of education change following
Columbine. 1 will be gone but the same will happen here. The instructors will make

statements to the effect that | was unbalanced. 1 informed them that | was not sleeping
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well, gaining weight, had little energy, difficulty concentrating, feeling sad. These are all
hallmark pearls of depression. One instructor asked why [ didn’t 2o to the student health
center, | replied that 1t cost money and | would get kicked out of the program if | was
candid. The worse that they make me out to be the more ammunition they will give to
litigants,

Do | have regrets? [ regret that my ex-wife has estranged my children from me. She
has moved them 19 times in 6 vears. | regret leaving my dog Bridgett. She has been the
only thing that has ever given me unconditional love. | regret that there are such people in
the worid that push a person to contemplate and carry out such an act. I regret leaving
those people behind who trusted me and will feel betrayed by this act.

As the curtain closes 1 will exit the stage for a well deserved rest.

Respectfully,

Robert 5. Flores
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